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Authoritarian Tendencies in Contemporary Japanese
Popular Culture

NAGAI Ryuji

It is no exaggeration to say that the international community has now entered an era of regional
conflicts, governed by the law of the jungle. The Russian invasion of Ukraine is a prominent example
among many others. The system of international peace centered on the United Nations, was intended to
be upheld after the Second World War. It can no longer be sustained and the world finds itself compelled
to tolerate the great powers attempts to “alter the status quo by force.” In these circumstances, values
grounded in international solidarity, such as equality and human rights, have begun to erode even within
democratic states. They are being replaced by exclusionary and coercive authoritarian value
orientations, which prioritize national prosperity and the expansion of state power. Japan is no exception,
having espoused international cooperation, democratic development, and the maintenance of peace as its
national ideals, since its defeat in the war. Authoritarianism has gradually begun to permeate Japanese
society as well.

The present study seeks to identify the contours of this permeation, within narrative works of popular

culture such as anime, which are consumed as casual entertainment and may thus influence Japanese

citizens.

Keywords : modern popular culture, anime, authoritarianism, the isekai reincarnation genre
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The Impact of Webtools 2.0 on Student Motivation and Engagement in

English Learning at a Japanese Engineering College

MOANANU Charlton Bill

Abstract

This study investigated the role that Webtools 2.0 (Web 2.0 tools) such as Kahoot, Zengengo,
Mentimeter, YouTube, and BookWidgets can play in Japanese engineering students motivation,
engagement, and progress in English learning. The research was conducted over a full academic year at
a National College of Technology (Kosen) in Japan. Three English reading classes participated, with pre-
and post-surveys administered in June 2023 and February 2024. The 10-item questionnaire employed a 5-
point Likert scale assessing students motivation, enjoyment, and perceived improvement in English
skills by Webtools 2.0 online. Descriptive statistics and other psychometric analytics were used to
examine changes over time and between classes. Results indicated significant increases across most
items, particularly in perceived motivation, engagement, and enjoyment of English learning. These
findings suggest that the thoughtful integration of Web 2.0 tools can meaningfully enhance learner
motivation and support long-term engagement in English education for technical college students in

Japan.

Keywords : Web 2.0 tools; student motivation; English as a Foreign Language (EFL); learner

engagement ; technical college education ; educational technology ; Japan.

Takeuchi, 2024).

1.Introduction

Japan's Kosen colleges (National Institutes of

Technology) provide specialized technical
education aimed at producing highly skilled
engineers. In the past, English education at these
institutions was guided by the Ministry of
Education’s  curriculum, which emphasized
reading and grammar for standardized tests
rather than  communicative  competence.
Recently, The Japanese Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology have
strongly supported the goal of active learning as a
methodology for successful language learning
(MEXT, 2011, 2014). Despite the recent reforms,
English proficiency among Japanese learners
remains low, ranking 87 th globally in the EF
English Proficiency Index (Engoo, 2024). Students
often graduate with strong grammatical
knowledge but lack practical speaking skills,
limiting their ability to engage in globalized
( Nakanishi &

professional  environments

Several factors hinder effective English
learning in Japan: exam-focused culture, limited
exposure to English outside the classroom,
teacher-centered

cultural barriers, and

instruction. To address these challenges,
educators are increasingly integrating Web 2.0
tools—such as Kahoot, Mentimeter, Zengengo,
YouTube, and BookWidgets—into English
classrooms. These tools promote active learning,
gamification, and collaboration, making lessons
more engaging and interactive (Temel & Cesur,
2024 ; Gokbulut, 2020).

Research shows that gamified platforms like
Kahoot and Mentimeter significantly enhance
motivation and academic achievement compared
Gardner’s  socio-

to traditional methods.

educational model emphasizes integrative
motivation, while Dornyei's L 2 Motivational Self
System highlights the role of learnersideal and
ought-to selves in sustaining effort (Gardner,

1985; Dornyei, 2005). Technology fosters
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engagement when it enables students to
construct knowledge, collaborate, and create
content (Edutopia, 2023). Studies at tertiary level
reveal persistent gaps between policy and
practice, with limited speaking opportunities and
reliance on translation methods. Active learning
approaches, such as project-based learning and
EMI (English as a Medium of Instruction), are
gaining traction but face cultural and institutional
barriers (Jennings, 2024 ; Shimauchi, 2018).

This the

integrating Web 2.0 tools on motivation and

study investigates impact of
engagement in English classes at a Japanese

engineering college.
2. Literature Review

2.1 Definition of Web 2.0 Tools

Web 2.0 tools can be defined as interactive
internet applications that enable users to create,
share, and collaborate on content. Unlike earlier
static web technologies, these tools encourage
learners to become active producers of
knowledge rather than passive consumers. Their
emergence has positively influenced multiple
spheres of life, with education benefiting most
significantly from their adoption (O'Reilly, 2005 ;
Hew & Cheung, 2013).

O'Reilly (2005) distinguished Web 2.0 tools from
its predecessor by noting that while earlier web
technologies focused on connecting computers,
Web 20 tools are concerned with connecting
people and making technology more efficient for
human interaction. This interactivity underpins
the development of e-learning platforms and

virtual learning environments (VLES).

2.2 Integration Through Learning Tools
Interoperability (LTI)
The
invested heavily in optimizing Web 2.0 tools. A

education technology industry has

notable advancement is Learning Tools
Interoperability™(LTI), which enables seamless
integration of external Web 2.0 tools applications
with learning management systems (LMS) such
as Moodle, Canvas, NEO, and Blackboard. LTI
provides a for

standardized framework

embedding third-party tools into LMS platforms,

10
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supporting the broader adoption of software-as-a-
service (SaaS) (Teach
Educator, 2025).

Learning Tools Interoperability

models in education

LMS with LTI
Tool Consumer

2.3 Active Learning and Collaboration

Web 2.0 tools revolve around the concept of
active learning. Learners are encouraged to
interact, co-create, and collaborate, rather than
passively consume information. These tools
facilitate crowdsourcing and harness the“wisdom
of the crowd”(Surowiecki, 2005). As Hew and
Cheung (2013) emphasized, Web 2.0 platforms
allow students and teachers to connect with
thereby enhancing the

experts and peers,

learning experience. Such connections often
evolve into communities of practice that sustain
ongoing support and knowledge exchange (Light
& Polin, 2010).

Furthermore, Web 2.0 tools provide space for
discussion beyond the syllabus, enabling learners
to explore new topics and perspectives. They also
shift classroom dynamics: teachers transition
from being the“sage on the stage’to facilitators
and guides, fostering learner-centered
environments. When properly aligned with lesson
objectives, Web 2.0 tools can transform education,
enhance linguistic competence and cultivate 21 st-
century skills such as creativity, communication,
collaboration, and critical thinking (Kiziltas &

Kultas, 2025 ; Oztirk & Akhan, 2025).
3. Purpose of the Study.

Given the documented challenges in Japanese
EFL contexts and the promising potential of Web
2.0 tools, this study seeks to empirically evaluate
their impact on a key driver of success: student
motivation, enjoyment, and engagement. The
research was conducted at a National College of
Technology (Kosen) with engineering students.

4. Research Question

The purpose of this research is to ascertain the
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presence of benefits in applying Webtool 2.0 tools
to a reading class with the following research
question :

“Can the incorporation of Webtools 2.0 tools
improve student motivation and engagement in
an English reading class?”

5. Methodology

5.1 Research context

The purpose of this study was to examine
whether the integration of Web 2.0 tools could
enhance student motivation and engagement in
an English reading course at a Japanese National
College of Technology. The course comprised five
classes, three of which were taught primarily in
English and received the Web 2.0-tools-enhanced
intervention, while the remaining two were
delivered mainly in Japanese by a Japanese
English instructor. Paired statistics were not used
due to varying respondent numbers, which may
limit the precision of longitudinal comparisons.
Key considerations included students’ ability to
comprehend teacher directions, respond in
English, and maintain autonomy within an
English-medium learning environment. Beyond
the primary goal of promoting motivation and
engagement, the integration of Web 2.0 tools was
designed to support English-only instruction by
Interactive, multimodal learning
that

potential linguistic challenges.

providing

opportunities help students navigate

5.2 Participants

Participants consisted of approximately 115 (
June) and 106 (February) third-year engineering
students from three departments: Mechanical
engineering, Electrical engineering and
Information and Technology engineering. All
students were enrolled in the reading course that
was conducted once a week for 90 minutes during

a 30-week academic year.

5.3 Instructional Design

The Web 2.0 tools—enhanced classes integrated
interactive digital tools to support English-
increase student

medium instruction and to

engagement with reading materials. These tools

11

were selected for their ability to provide
multimodal input, lower linguistic barriers, and
facilitate active participation in a large
engineering-student cohort. Activities included
real-time comprehension checks, vocabulary
review tasks, anonymous opinion polls, and short
reflective responses linked to the assigned
readings. The overall design aimed to promote
learner autonomy and to create a more
Interactive environment than 1s typical in
grammar-translation-based reading courses. The
primary tools incorporated in the intervention,
the

academic year, reinforcing internal validity, are

which were used consistently across
outlined below.

Kahoot!

Kahootl is a game-based learning platform used to
conduct interactive vocabulary and
comprehension quizzes. In this study, it was
employed at the start or end of reading lessons to
review key terms, check understanding of main
ideas, and reinforce scanning and inference skills.
helped

immediate

The competitive, low-stakes format
maintain attention and provided
feedback, aligning with research that suggests
Kahoot enhances motivation and retention (Wang

& Tahir, 2020).

Mentimeter

Mentimeter allows teachers to administer real-
time polls, quizzes, and open-ended prompts. It
was used during reading lessons to gather
students’'interpretations of passages, check prior
knowledge, and generate word clouds
summarizing key themes. The platform enabled
all students—including those reluctant to speak in
English—to participate anonymously, supporting
inclusive engagement and formative assessment (

Sahlberg, 2021).

Zengengo

Zengengo, a Japan-based Web 2.0 platform, was
utilized to create tailored vocabulary and
grammar review exercises related to each unit's
reading content. Students completed short digital
tasks with
language patterns that supported comprehension.

immediate feedback, reinforcing
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Its alignment with EFL learner needs made it a
practical complement to textbook readings and
an efficient tool for autonomous practice.

YouTube

YouTube was incorporated to provide authentic
listening and contextual support for selected
readings. Short videos—such as interviews,
informational clips, or topic introductions—were
used to build background knowledge and
introduce vocabulary in meaningful contexts.
Embedding multimedia input alongside textual
materials increased accessibility and engagement,
consistent with findings on the benefits of
multimodal resources in EFL environments

(Light & Polin, 2010).

BookWidgets

BookWidgets was used to develop interactive
reading-support tasks, including digital quizzes,
matching activities, and short-answer
comprehension checks. These tasks enabled self-
paced learning and provided immediate feedback
on reading processes such as identifying main
and
The

platform’s flexibility supported differentiated

ideas, recognizing discourse markers,

understanding vocabulary-in-context.
instruction within a mixed-proficiency cohort.

Table 1 provides an overview of the Web 2.0 tools

incorporated into the intervention, summarizing

%2 5 AT

their primary functions, typical applications in
Japanese EFL classrooms, and the instructional
benefits relevant to English-medium reading
instruction. The table illustrates how each tool
supported comprehension, engagement, and
learner participation within the Web 2.0 tools-

enhanced sections of the course.

5.4 Data Collection

The current study draws on data obtained
from questionnaires administered at two points
June 2023 (pre-
2024
intervention) comparing the same three classes

during the academic year:

intervention) and February ( post-

over time. The questionnaire was disseminated
which
collection

using Microsoft Forms, allowed for

efficlent distribution and across
multiple class sections. Ethical guidelines for
classroom-based research were followed, student
anonymity was maintained, and participation
remained voluntary ; as a result, not all students
completed both surveys. Due to the different
number of respondents per survey, paired
statistics were not measured for this research.

To measure changes in students motivation,
English-

medium reading class, the same pre- and post-

enjoyment, and perceptions of the

course questionnaire was used. The instrument
contained 10 statements presented in English
with accompanying Japanese translations to
support comprehension. Students responded on a

Table 1. Overview of Web 2.0 Tools Used in the Intervention

Tool Main Example EFL Benefits for Learners Best Used For
Function Application in Japan
Kahoot Game - Vocabulary/grammar Boosts motivation, Vocabulary drills,
based competitions reduces anxiety, grammar practice
quizzes reinforces recall
Mentimeter Real - time |Idiom interpretations, Encourages participation, | Formative
polls&word |vocabulary brainstorming | supports shy learners assessment,
clouds brainstorming
Zengengo Language Grammar and sentence | Provides immediate Grammar
learning construction practice feedback, tailored to reinforcement,
exercises Japanese learners vocabulary
practice
YouTube Video - Authentic listening via Improves listening skills, | Listening
sharing TED Talks or vlogs cultural awareness comprehension,
platform cultural immersion
BookWidgets Interactive  |Reading comprehension |Supports differentiated Reading tasks,
exercises quizzes, vocabulary instruction, self - paced |vocabulary
puzzles learning building

12
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five-point Likert scale (1 = strongly disagree to 5

= strongly agree). Descriptive statistics—

including means, medians, and standard
deviations—were calculated to identify shifts in
attitudes over time and to evaluate the extent to
which Web 20

influenced learner engagement.

tools—supported instruction

6. Data Analysis

To address the research question, “Can the
incorporation of Web 2.0 tools improve student
motivation and engagement in an English reading
class?” a quantitative approach was employed.
Descriptive statistics were calculated for pre- and
post-intervention questionnaire responses. Table
2 presents the combined mean scores and
standard deviations for June (pre-intervention)
and February (post-intervention) across all classes
, along with the number of respondents and the
mean difference between the two periods. Figure
1 visually summarizes changes in students’
motivation and engagement across survey items
and class groups. It also illustrates overall trends
from June 2023 to February 2024. Table 3
provides the Cronbach's Alpha results which
measured the reliability of the instrument. *One
participant in June did not answer question 6,
resulting in an N of 114 for that item only.

Reliability and
validity analyses followed established guidelines

Psychometric justification :
for educational and psychological measurement,

including internal consistency  estimation,
factorability assessment, and construct validation
2015 ; Kline, 2016).

considerations

principles  (Brown,

Measurement Invariance and
goodness-of-fit thresholds were informed by prior

methodological research (Chen, 2007).
7. Results

7.1 Quantitative results

As shown in Figure 1, mean scores increased
consistently across all ten questionnaire items
The
demonstrates a clear improvement in student

from June to February. analysis
motivation and engagement between June (pre-
intervention) and February (post-intervention)
following the integration of Web 2.0 tools in
English reading classes. All ten survey questions
showed an increase in mean scores, indicating
that the intervention had a positive and consistent
impact across multiple dimensions of engagement
. Mean scores in February ranged from 393 to
4.27,

between 'Agree’ and 'Strongly Agree' on the

indicating that average responses fell

Likert scale. Standard deviation patterns suggest
that responses became slightly more consistent
over time, reflecting a broad-based improvement

Table 2 : Descriptive Statistics for Survey combined across all classes.

Mean

Question June June June Feb Feb Feb Diff
N Mean SD N Mean SD (Feb-

June)

Q1 115 4035 | 0.76 106 4274 | 0737 | 0.239
Q2 115 3896 | 0977 106 4028 | 0867 | 0133
Q3 115 3974 | 0912 105 4048 | 087 | 0074
Q4 115 3878 | 0818 106 4094 | 0799 | 0.216
Q5 115 3713 | 0.886 106 3934 | 0897 | 0221
Q6 114 3658 | 0871 106 3981 | 0805 | 0.323
Q7 115 3835 | 0.898 106 4028 | 0856 | 0.194
Q8 115 3922 | 0.86 106 4151 | 0778 | 0.229
Q9 115 393 | 0.824 106 4236 | 0775 | 0.305
Q10 115 3835 | 0.794 106 4047 | 0877 | 0.212

13
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Figure 1. Changes in mean motivation and engagement scores across survey items (Q 1—Q 10) from June 2023
(pre-intervention) to February 2024 (post-intervention).

Changes in Mean Motivation and Engagement Scores
June 2023 (Pre) vs. February 2024 (Post)

4.3 A

4.2 3

4.1 A

4.0

3.9 4

3.8 A
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3.7

L] —&— June 2023 (Pre-intervention)
\ —M- February 2024 (Post-intervention)

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Qs

Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Qlo

Survey ltems (Q1-Q10)

Table 3 : Reliability of Measuring Instrument

No. of items

Cronbach's Alpha (June)

Cronbach's Alpha (February)

10 0.93

0.946

rather than isolated changes. The complete
questionnaire is in the Appendix.

7.2 Psychometric results

The most notable finding is the uniform
increase in mean scores across all items from
June to February, which strongly supports the
effectiveness of the intervention. These gains
were accompanied by excellent psychometric
properties of the measurement instrument.
consistency reliability was assessed
the 10-item
questionnaire which returned excellent results
across cohorts (June 2023: a = 0930, N = 114;
February 2024 : a = 0946, N = 105). This means

our test is consistently reliable across different

Internal

using Cronbach’'s alpha, for

groups of students and at different times of the

14

year.

Tests of factorability provided additional
evidence of validity. The Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin
(KMO) which ranges from 0 to 1, exceeded 093
for both timepoints indicating the data was
appropriate for this kind of analysis, and Bartlett's
test of sphericity was highly significant (y %=
735.66 for June and 791.30 for February, p < .001),
confirming that the data were suitable for factor
analysis.

Collectively, these results indicate that the
measuring instrument is both reliable and valid,
with strong internal consistency and clear
evidence of construct validity. The improvements
observed between June and February can
be

enhancements

therefore interpreted as genuine

in student motivation and
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engagement.
8. Discussion and Findings

The upward trends illustrated in Figures 1
suggest that the positive effects of Web 2.0 tools
were not confined to a single cohort but were
observed consistently across classes, supporting
the the The
consistency and strength of the measurement

robustness  of intervention.
model support Interpreting mean differences
between June and February as substantive
enhancements in motivation linked to Web 2.0
usage — especially on items targeting
reinforcement (Q 6) and convenience/access (Q 9).
These findings align with prior research, such as
Gokbulut (2020), which reported similar gains in
motivation through gamified tools. This gives
credence to Gardner and Dornyei's educational
models which emphasize“integrative motivation”
and “the effort”,

respectively (Gardner, 1985 ; Dornyei, 2005). Class

ideal self in sustaining
-level invariance would further validate that these
gains that are generalized across different

cohorts.
9. Conclusions and future implications

The findings indicate that sustained use of Web
2.0 tools
measurable improvements in student motivation

was consistently associated with
and engagement in English learning, with the
greatest improvements observed in convenience,
reinforcement of understanding, and long-term
motivation. These results suggest that webtools
not only make learning more accessible but also
help maintain motivation over time. Educators
should consider integrating gamified tools like
Kahoot to sustain motivation and engagement in
English learning.

Although effect sizes were modest, they
remain educationally meaningful given the low-
cost and scalable nature of the Web 2.0 tools. The
instrument demonstrated strong reliability,
confirming its effectiveness in measuring the
constructs. Consistent

intended with prior

research on technology-enhanced language

learning, interactive tools foster engagement and
intrinsic motivation. The absence of significant

15

that
benefits are broadly applicable across varied

differences between classes suggests
classroom contexts.

Future research should address current
limitations by incorporating matched participant
IDs to enable test-retest reliability and precise
paired comparisons, and by extending the study
to classes taught using traditional grammar-
translation methods. Additionally, replicating the
questionnaire across all five classes would
provide a more comprehensive evaluation.
Further studies should

insights,

integrate qualitative

examine long-term outcomes, and
validate findings across diverse educational
settings to enhance generalizability (Nakanishi &

Takeuchi, 2024).
10. Limitations

This study has several limitations. The lack of
matched participant IDs restricted test-retest
reliability analysis and accurate paired mean
comparisons. Moreover, classes taught primarily
In Japanese using grammar-translation methods
were excluded, limiting the scope of applicability.
The study was limited to reading classes, which
may affect generalizability to other language
skills such as speaking and writing. While the
instrument showed strong internal consistency,
administering the same questionnaire across all
five classes would yield more robust and
generalizable results. Future research should
Incorporate qualitative insights, investigate long-
term outcomes, and replicate the study in varied
educational contexts to strengthen external
validity (Nakanishi & Takeuchi, 2024).
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The Impact of Webtools 2.0 on Student Motivation and Engagement in
English Learning at a Japanese Engineering College

Questionnaire

Question

Statements

Q1

Online webtools like kahoot and Zengengo have the potential to make learning English more
engaging.

kahoot X Zengengo D &) %4 v I 4 ¥ - 727V =)L, HEFEZ LI VBENDN R LD
2T B EEEZ RO TV 5,

Q2

Using online webtools enhances my motivation to study English.
FIA DT T = VEM) L KFERMET A2 ETFN—a VB EP) T,

Q3

Online webtools make learning English more enjoyable for me.
FrITA DO T = VOBPITTEEFENLNVELL LD F L

Q4

Online webtools provide a variety of interactive activities that help me stay motivated to
study English.

FIADT Ty = )iE, EFERZMET HETN—2 3 Y RMRET 5 OICRL Ok A
BAVETITATRT VT AT 4 2L T NFE T,

Q5

The use of online webtools help me track my progress in learning English, which boosts my
motivation.

FrIA DT T = VEFPATLEIE T, EEFEHOEBIRIZIBIRT 5 2 &N TE,
EFXR=TaryE2EdTnET,

Q6

I find online webtools like kahoot and Zengengo to be helpful in reinforcing my
understanding of English concepts.

kahoot % Zengengo D L) %+ > 54 D =7V —)ViE, HEOMEDOIFELIED HD
LB 9,

Q7

Online webtools provide a competitive element that stimulates my motivation to learn
English.

FrIA DT Ty =ik, ROEFEFEOEFN— 3 VEFIBT ABSFNEERE
et L c<nE

Q8

I believe that using webtools has a positive impact on my overall English language skills.
77— VORI, ROEFEIERICEVEEEY 5.2 Twb ERnET,

Q9

Online webtools make studying English more convenient and accessible for me.
T IADT 2TV —ViE, R L o THFEEOMIEZ LN ERTHELZDLDIZL TN
SRS

Q10

I believe that using online webtools is an effective way to maintain long - term motivation to
study English.

FrIAY Ty VERFHT LI EE, EREEEHOEFN— 3 v e BEICHEE:
T HIOOMEN LR TERZERNE T,
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The Actual Condition of Carport in Housing Estates in Ishikawa
Prefecture

UCHIDA Shin

The purpose of this study is to clarify the proportion and opportunity of carport construction in

housing estates in Ishikawa Prefecture.A total of 2,015 residential lots were surveyed across seven

housing estates developed between 1969 and 2010.As a result,the proportion of carport construction

heightened 66% from 24% and the opportunity of construction is being brought forward.Additionally,we

investigated both the reasons for constructing carports and the reasons for not constructing them in five

housing estates developed between 1995 and 2010.

Keywords : carport, proportion of carport construction, Housing Estate
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A Study on the Environment for Boarding and Alighting School Buses at
Elementary and Junior High Schools in Ishikawa Prefecture.

IWATA Eika and UCHIDA Shin

The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual parking space (boarding and alighting) for school

buses operating in Ishikawa prefecture. In last year's study, we found that the boarding and alighting

spaces of school buses operating in Kanazawa city can be classified into two types. One is a direct drop-

off type to the home and the other is a relay type to the parking lot. We expanded our target area to

include Ishikawa Prefecture and surveyed school bus parking locations in 11 municipalities. Additionally,

some areas were excluded from the survey due to the Noto earthquake.

Keywords : School Bus, Bus stop, parking space,
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